St Nicholas News

A paper sent free to the St Nicholas’ friends

all around the world, by Fr Gerardo Cioffari, o.p., director of

the St Nicholas Research Center in Bari
(gcioffari@libero.it)
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FROM THE EAST TO THE WEST:
ST NICHOLAS’ CULT IN EUROPE

December
6th

2013

A MEETING IN FRANCE

SAINT NICOLAS DE PORT/ LUNEVILLE

December 5, 6,7 2013

While in Bari we are
celebrating the
universal feast of
St Nicholas,

in France, and precisely
in Lorraine, is going on
an important meeting on
our Saint.

Here I give the Program
in English. For those who
want to read it in the
original French language,
please go to Internet to
the site:

Orthodoxie.com (it is
enough to add the word
St Nicholas, and you
may read the more
detailed Program in
French.
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THE PAGE PRESENTATION
OF THE MEETING

St Nicholas is undoubtedly the Saint
who in European countries has known and
knows the largest popularity, the most
lasting and most shared between the East
and to the West.

From the Myra’s bishop to the children’s
friend who inspired the figure of Father
Christmas, the figure of St Nicholas
followed complex paths that are at the
origin of the living cult and images of our
contemporaries societies, beyond political
and cultural frontiers.

The richness of his figure has drawn the
scholars attention, although some points in
his history are still to be clarified.

Following a meeting held in Bari in the
year 2010, concerning especially Italy and
France, this meeting deals with all
European countries.

26 Scholars of seven different countries
meet in Lunéville and St Nicolas de Port

during the winter feast with the support of
numerous institutions like Lorraine
University, CRULH, French University
Institute, University of Paris X Nanterre,
CRAHAM, AIRS) and Lorraine local
Institutions like the General Council of
Meurthe and Moselle, Lunéville, Saint
Nicolas de Port.

After reconsidering the origins of St
Nicholas with the help of the recent cultural
contributions (the Archaeological papers of
the Myra-Demre Episcopal team, as well as
the texts about the translation of the relics
to Bari) the participants shall deal with his
cult throughout Europe starting with
Byzantine and Ottonian emperors through
French reformer bishops, the clerks of the
medieval universities, merchants and
artisans.

To this purpose, will be taken into account
the Lives of the Saints, dedications, relics,
seals, pilgrim signs and devotion objects.
Some papers shall deal with Eastern (icons
and popular images) and Western
(miniatures, frescoes and painted windows)
iconography, as well as with regional feasts.




International Meeting

«From the East to the West,
the cult of St Nicholas in Europe»

organized by
Catherine Guyon, Catherine Vincent and
Véronique Gazeau

PROGRAM
December 5, 6, 7 2013 Saint Nicolas de
Port /Lunéville

December 5th Thursday :

¢ Introduction by Catherine Vincent (Paris
Ouest Nanterre)

¢ Myra : the City of St Nicholas, by Turgut
Engin Akyurek (Istanbul University)

¢ The translation of St Nicholas and
Europe, by Giorgio Otranto (Bari
University)

¢ The second coming of St Nicholas : the
origines of a Saint’s cult and its
transformation in the Eastern Europe in
the XI-XV centuries, by Alexander Musin
(St Petersburg Historical Institute )

¢ St Nicholas’ cult at the imperial court of
Constantinople from Xt to XIIth century by
Paul Magdalino (Istanbul)

¢ St Nicholas’ cult in Byzantium on the
seals, by Jean Claude Cheynet (Paris
Sorbonne IV)

¢ St Nicholas in the Ottonian circle, by
Patrick Corbet (Lorraine University)

¢ St Nicholas cult in Alsace, by Elisabeth
Clémentz (Strasbourg University)

¢ History of St Nicholas cult, patron Saint
of Fribourg in Switzerland, by Kathrin Utz
Tremp (Lausanne University).

December 6th 2013 Friday

¢ A canon for Saint Nicholas, by Nancy
Sevéenko (Center of Medieval Art New
York)

¢ The cult of Saint Nicholas as seen through
its Pilgrim Badges, by Carina Brumme
(Berlin University)

¢ The reformer prelate. St Nicholas images
and society ordering (French kingdom
XIth-XTITth  century), by Esther Dehoux
(Paris Ouest Nanterre University),

¢ St Nicholas cult in the Russian popular
literature and iconography, by Maria
Chiara Pessenti (Bergamo University),

¢ Saint Nicholas on the Lorraine painted
windows, by Catherine Guyon (Lorraine
University)

¢ St Nicholas of the Lorraine people in
Rome, by Francine Roze (Lorraine
Museum),

¢ From St Nicholas to Father Christmas, by
André Vauchez,

December 7th 2013 Saturday

¢ St Nicholas and Ireland between history,
folklore and legend, by Lucia Olivieri (Bari
University)

¢ St Nicholas cult in England, by Ada
Campione (Bari University)

¢ St Nicholas in the medieval Poland, by
Maria Starnawska (Czestochowa
University),



¢ The cult of St Nicholas in the Central and
Eastern Balkans during the Middle Ages,
by Perica Spehar (Belgrade University),

¢ St Nicholas and Albania, by Angela
Laghezza (Bari University)

¢ St Nicholas cult in Spain between the
Reconquista and the Camino of Santiago,
by Gerardo Cioffari (Centro Studi
Nicolaiani Bari),

¢ Praying St Nicholas in the pilgrim
booklets of the Ancien Régime, by Bruno
Maes (Lorraine University),

¢ The St Nicholas of the Preachers, France
and Italy XVII-XIX centuries, by Stefano
Simiz (Lorraine University),

¢ A Saint bridge between East and West,
regional and european territories. Religion
and Politics in St Nicholas’ feasts and
devotions (Demre, Bari), by André Julliard
(Marseille)

¢ Conclusions by Véronique Gazeau (Caen
University)
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Saint Nicolas,
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TODAY, DECEMBER 6TH
2013

Below: From the Left: Mirella Tempone,
responsible for the German speaking countries,
Francesco Innamorato, the Barian Santa, and
Fr Gerardo Cioffari, editor of the Saint Nicholas
News
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