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          I am inclined to 
skepticism when news 
that overthrow the com-
mon historical knowledge 
are published. This hap-
pens in this case too. 
However… 

         The place where 
Caesar was killed has 
been discovered, was 
the article  published by the 
authoritative magazine 
Storica. National Geogra-
phic, June 2013, p. 6. The 
description and the photo 
points directly to the           
St Nicholas Church de’ 
Cesarini (previously “de 
Calcarariis”). 

A paper sent free to  the  St Nicholas’ friends                                     

all around the world, by Fr Gerardo Cioffari, o.p., director of 

the St Nicholas Research Center  in Bari                                                                                                                                       

(gcioffari@libero.it)  

di Bari  (gcioffari@libero.it) 

 

JULY 

3rd 

2013 

ON THE PLACE WHERE                               

JULIUS CAESAR WAS KILLED (44 BC) 

800 YEARS AFTERWARDS WAS BUILT 

THE ST NICHOLAS’ CHURCH                               

de Calcarariis, known as de’ Cesarini                                
DE CALCARARIIS   O   DE’ CESARINI 

 

   

 

Year                1107 

The ruins of the ancient church                                                          
Saint Nicholas de Calcarariis,                                                 

built in the VIII or IX century at the center of Rome     
known since the XVI century as                                                               
Saint Nicholas de’ Cesarini,                                                                

was demolished during the excavations of 1929,                                               
that brought to light several temples,                                            

hence the area is known  as                                                    
Sacred Area of Torre Argentina. 

 

 

The place above in the article is referred to as Pompey’s 

Curia. The description and the photo shows that is the area 

of the demolished St Nicholas Church de’ Cesarini. 
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    During the fascist period, may be in order 
to bring to light the Roman monuments and 
history for a better understanding of Italian 
identity, a project was made for a campaign 
of excavations in the Sacred Area of Torre 
Argentina, in the Pigna quarter, at the 
center of Rome. Between 1926 and 1929 
some buildings, streets and squares were 
demolished. It was therefore demolished 
the church of St Nicholas de’ Cesarini, 
that only few years before Hülsen declared 
well existing. This demolition however 
brought to light consistent rests of the 
ancient St Nicholas de Calcarariis, built 
on the area of the temple A (or temple of 
Juturna) in the VIII century or according 
to other scholars in the IX.  

    The church is mentioned in 1132 by the 
Anonymus Hispanus Chisianus (f. 
331v), in these terms: Anno dominice 
incarnationis MCXXXII indictione XII, 
pontificatus D. N. I(nnocentii) II pp. anno 
II, consecratum est hoc templum et altare 
in honorem S (Crucis) et beate Marie 
semper virginis et beati Nicolai 
archiepiscopi et confessoris in ipsa 
festivitate S. Nicolai per man(us) B. Por-
tuen(sis) ep(iscop)i.  (cfr. Hülsen).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then is mentioned as St Nicholas, with no 
other names in a bull by the pope Urban III 
(1186), when the church was depending 
upon St Lawrence in Damaso.  

   During the centuries it was designated in 
various ways. In 1316 an epitaph mentions a 
clericus Sancti Nicolai de Calcariis 
(Martinelli). Elsewhere is said de 
Calcarariis (“Liber Anniversariorum” of the 
St Saviour) or de Calgarari (“Liber Anni-
versariorum” of the Gonfalone) or simply 
“Saint Nicholas” (Catalogue of the 1492).  

The name “de calcarario” derived fro the 
presence nearby of calcar ovens (lime 
kilns) (V. Lanciani Storia degli scavi 
I p. 22-24; Marchetti-Longhi, Arch. soc. 
romana XLII, 1918, p. 401-410). According 
to Armellini: In that street there were lime 
kilns that transformed into cement the 
remnants of the Roman glory, that is the 
monuments that (not the barbarians but) 
the degenerated Romans of the Xth and 
following centuries demolished and tran-
sformed into caves with materials to make 
out of them the lime (Armellini, p. 493). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sacred Area of Torre Argentina.  

On the left are well visible the apses of 

the ancient St Nicholas de Calcarariis 

(VIII-IX century). 
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   Not signed (hence written by the editor) the 
article opens with these words: A Spanish team of 
scholars of the Superior Council of Scientific 
Researches (CSIC), in collaboration with the 
Sovrintendenza of the Municipality of Rome, has 
located the exact place where Julius Caesar was 
murdered in the Pompey’s Curia, in the 
Archaeological Area of Torre Argentina        .                                                                                                                 
If these researches shall be united in a book we 
shall verify on what grounds the Pompey’s Curia 
has been located in the Sacred Area of Torre 
Argentina, and on what grounds the stone slab of 
3 x 2 meters has been identified with the one put 
there by Augustus to condemn Caesar’s murder.  

   I’ll try to follow the case in order to tell the          
St Nicholas’ friends what is the degree of 
probability that the Pompey’s Curia (later 
become the Memorial of Caesar, the great 
Conqueror) was there, and therefore that the St 
Nicholas church was built on the ruins of 
Pompey’s Curia. 

    Se le suddette ricerche confluiranno in una 
pubblicazione, mi riservo uno studio attento per 
informare i lettori del St Nicholas News se si tratta 
di affermazioni prossime alla certezza oppure di 
semplici probabilità.   

 

 

The page of STORICA. 

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC,             

n. 52, June 2013,                      

concerning  the discovering 

of the exact place where               

Julius Caesar was killed              

in the year 44 BC.   
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    Of the ancient St Nicholas’ church 
consistent traces are still visible, like the 
two apses with several frescoes with 
images of Saints.  An altar of the XII 
century was equally preserved.  

   Other traces: a Cosmatesque floor, some 
brick-pillars and the half-ring crypt. 
Especially this latter has been thought 
important to date the church to the VIII or 
IX century.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Till the half of XVIth century prevailed the 
name de Calcarariis or alle Calcare and 
similar denominations. Afterwards became 
predominant de’ Cesarini, because of a 
nearby building belonging to the Cesarini 
family.  

Besides  dei Cesarini the church was known 
also by other names, like in Cesarinis or 
S. Nicolò de calcaris alli Cesarini). This 
latter is for example the way is mentioned 
in the Catalogue by Saint Pius V and the 
catalogue by the Anonymus Hispanus.  

    The Cesarini family wasn’t however a 
recent nobility. A tower inserted in their 
Palace was already known in the XII 
century as  turris Johannis de Caesario. In 
this palace in the year 1547 the famous poet 
Victoria Colonna died.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Julius Caesar murder  

    In the year 1929, when the entire square 
was concerned with the excavations project, 
the Cesarini Palace belonged to the Count 
Chiassi.  

    Today Via Cesarini is known for the 
Vitelleschi Palace, in which has its meetings 
the Gran Loggia d’Italia, a “communion” or 
section of the Masonry of Scottish rite and 
Accepted.  

    The Church of Saint Nicholas in the XVI 
century was restored, while in 1611 and 
1695 underwent very radical works. 
Given by the pope Innocent XII  to the 
Somaschi fathers, in 1729 was again 
consecrated and given to the Carmelites.  

    In this church were preserved two 
paintings by Avanzino Nucci, with the 
images of St Blaise and Saint Charles, as 
well as works by Marco Benefial at the 
major altar and in a side-chapel.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The position of the apses reveals that the 
Church of St Nicholas occupied exactly the Area 
by the Archaeologists identified with the 
Pompey’s Curia. Here should have been 
murdered  Julius Caesar on March 15, 44 BC. 

 Frescoes of the ancient church of  St 

Nicholas  de Calcarariis, better known 

as S. Nicola de’ Cesarini. 
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Our friend Luciano Bissoli,                            
after we dealt with the                            

St Nicholas church alla Baraggiola 
in the issue 41 of the  
St Nicholas News ,  

has followed the case by contacting 
the arch. Giorgio Ingaramo                       

who has directed the restorations. 
 

Here are the photo and his text:  
 
 

The rebirth of the ancient church                                                                   
of St Nicholas  in Baraggiola  

Borgomanero (Novara) 

By Luciano Bissoli 

 

 

The issue of November 12, 2012, of the St 
Nicholas News gave some news about the 
restoration of the little romanesque church 
abandoned for several decades and in bad 
conditions, close to collapse.   

The Borgomanero municipality had already 
included the building, together with the 
nearby St Michael little church, inside the 
trust territory, that is an area that had to be 
protected for its historical and cultural 
importance. In the year 1993 was prepared 
a first restoration project, but it couldn’t be 
carried out due to bureaucratic difficulties. 
It was however resumed and taken into 
account in the year 2009.  

When the little church became property of 
the Municipality a new era started, thanks 
to the project by Arch. Ingaramo, who was 
very kind in guiding us and giving us the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

technical report about the restoration 
works.  

The roof has been made anew and the walls 
strengthened. The building underwent a 
very attentive restoration that preserved the 
ancient original structure, saving the main 
sections of the ancient decorations and 
frescoes.  

The building is oriented to the East and is 
located inside rural houses partially leaning 
on the church, probably what remains of 
the ancient “curtis de Barazzola” (Barazzola 
court) mentioned in a source of the year 
962. 

The whole is well visible from the nearby 
state road, thanks to the high romanesque 
tower.   

THE ROMANESQUE CHURCH OF ST NICHOLAS    

NEAR BORGOMANERO (NOVARA)                                            

HAS BEEN RESTORED 

ARCHAEOLOGY 
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The little church preserves in its exterior 
side of the apse a beautiful crowning of 
blind arches, according to a severe 
romanesque style, that can be observed 
equally in some other constructions of the 
area. An example is the St Marcel church in 
the cemetery of Paruzzaro.  

This portion of the building is, in my 
opinion, the part of it closer to the original, 
that is the part going back to the end of the 
Xth century. 

Inside, ancient frescoes and decorations 
have been recovered. On the background of 
the large apse wall three scenes are well 
visible. The first on the left, probably going 
back to the XVII century, is representing St 
Nicholas himself, recognizable because of 
the three balls on the Gospel. Strangely 
enough they are red colored, instead of the 
more traditional golden color. The central 
figure with red and blue vestments presents 
traces of a more ancient time. The floor, the 
structure of which is still well readable, 
seems to be in connection with the fresco 
painters working in this region between the 
XV and the XVI centuries.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This figure, according the pastoral visit of 
the bishop Bertone in 1758, has to be 
identified with St Anthony the Abbot. 

On the right hand little remnants of the 
fresco with the Virgin and the Child are 
preserved.  

Interesting and rare enough is the large 
yellow radial decoration that covers the 
entire apse. It begins from a central sun, a 
clear reference to the Christological 
symbology.   

Well shaped is the altar in sandstone that 
follows the romanesque style, an imitation  
of the XIX century  and beginnings of the 
XXth. 

We can say that the restoration did not 
transform the church into a museum. The 
atmosphere is livable and spiritually 
comfortable, and worthy of resuming the 
ancient churchly life. It is only waiting that 
people enter and feel his own church.  
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It is necessary that it becomes again a loved 
place and that lives not aside and distant 
from people life. It has to become again a 
common good and not only a monument of 
cultural interest. 

In order to know the future of Saint 
Nicholas in Baraggiola we have met Mr 
Mirizio, a member of the local government  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

of the town, but he did not have at the 
moment precise news about its destination.   

There is not yet a specific project, although 
in their intentions it is clear that they do not 
want that the restoration of one of the most 
ancient Italian churches dedicated to St 
Nicholas would be reduced to a “restored 
monument”, and afterwards … silence.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have suggested to entrust the church 
and the tower to some cultural association, 
that could have care of cultural meetings.  

It would be equally good if the church 
would again become a place of cult and 
prayer. A beautiful icon of St Nicholas could 
bless all of these activities.  

I am convinced that even the Soc. Terna Spa 
that promoted the works and sustained the 
costs of the restoration will not be glad in 
case it would start a new phase of neglect.  
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News that I have borrowed from the Report 
(but not translated into English because of the 
many technical terms): 

Nell’ottobre del 1993 l’arch. Giorgio Ingaramo 
fu incaricato dal Comune di Borgomanero di 
stendere un progetto per “lavori urgenti di 
consolidamento e restauro della chiesa di San 
Nicola e della Torre della Baraggiola”. 
Nonostante l’approvazione di detto progetto da 
parte della Curia Arcivescovile di Novara 
(29.X.1993) e della Soprintendenza ai Beni 
Architettonici del Piemonte (2.V.1994), per vari 
motivi (non ultimo la definizione della 
proprietà del fabbricato) le cose si sono 
trascinate fino al 2009, quando il progetto è 
stato ripreso. Il progetto preliminare approvato 
il 4 luglio 2011 dal Comune prevedeva tra 
l’altro: Consolidamenti strutturali con utilizzo 
di un rinforzo in tessuto di fibra di carbonio in 
sostituzione della soluzione inizialmente 
prevista di un cordolo perimetrale in 
calcestruzzo armato incassato alla sommità 
delle pareti dell’aula. Come pure era previsto 
un sistema di raccolta delle acque piovane, con 
canali e pluviali in rame, dalla copertura 
dell’Oratorio di San Nicola. 

Come già scrivemmo a suo tempo, la Baraggiola 
era il centro di un comprensorio di terre donate 
nel 962 dall’imperatore Ottone I ai canonici 
dell’isola di San Giulio. E quindi anche la chiesa 
di San Nicola con la torre potrebbe risalire a 
tale epoca. I riferimenti documentari nei secoli 
successivi sono abbastanza scarni. Pare che nel 
XIII secolo la chiesa fosse utilizzata dagli 
Eremitani di Sant’Agostino, che facevano capo 
al monastero novarese dei santi Giovanni e 
Paolo e dal priorato di S. Germano di Talonno. 
Solo a partire dai primi del XVII secolo le visite 
pastorali danno qualche particolare in più, 
rivelando comunque che la chiesa veniva 
frequentata dalla gente del luogo. Nella visita 

del 6 agosto 1758 è detto: L’Oratorio alla 
Cascina di Baraggiola dedicato a San Nicola, 
orientato a mattina colla porta verso sera, ha 
una lunghezza di 11 braccia ed una larghezza 
di 7 braccia. Al di fuori è coperto a coppi e al di 
dentro a tavelle, eccentuato il sito dell’altare, 
quale è fatto a volta all’antica. Nella facciata di 
detto Oratorio vi è la porta, che si chiude con 
due ante di legno, catenazzo di ferro e 
serratura a chiave. (…) L’altare, che sarà lungo 
tre braccia circa, resta appoggiato al muro ed 
è fatto di calce, con la mensa foderata, nel cui 
mezzo si trova la sagra coperta. Sopra alla 
mensa vi sono due gradini di legno coloriti di 
rosso, sopra alle quali vi si trova dipinta nel 
muro l’immagine di sant’Antonio Abate 
dall’uno, e dall’altro lato vi sono parimenti 
dipinte sul muro le immagini della Beata 
Vergine Maria e di San Nicola, a cui è dedicato 
l’intero Oratorio.  

The dating to the end of the Xth century,  
proposed by P. Verzone (L’Architettura 
romanica nel Novarese, in “Bollettino storico 
della Provincia di Novara”, 1932-37), has been 
accepted by other scholars, as for example Mrs 
Magni. Others note that:  The cult of St 
Nicholas Bishop could be ideally connected 
with the San Giulio Riviera and to the high-
medieval San Nicola al Monte church, that is 
the ancient parish church of the Orta Town 
from the IX century until 1560.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My friend Luciano send also the: 

General Report                                                         

about the Restoration of the 

Baraggiola Tower                                                

and of the adjoining little church                  

of San Nicolao                                                                         

Borgomanero Municipality.           

Province of Novara. Executive Project  
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KINDEST REGARDS  
FROM BARI 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TO ALL ST NICHOLAS’ 
FRIENDS  

 
 
 
 

 

ON THE 
 

ST NICHOLAS CHURCHES 
IN  ROME  

IN THE HISTORY  
 

See the issue n. 38 of the                       
ST NICHOLAS  NEWS. 

 

ON THE PREVIOUS ARTICLE 

ABOUT                               

THE LITTLE CHURCH                                             

SAN NICOLA ALLA BARAGGIOLA  

See the issue n. 41 of the                                      

ST NICHOLAS NEWS. 

 


