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TEXTS                                                                                      

AND SHEET MUSIC 

 

 

Hymnus.                      

Tali cive progenito. 

In I Vesp.                       

Ad Magnif. 

Felix Apulia faelix 

et Barum, felix 

quae continens 

thesaurum charum 

qui nulli… 
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1. HAIL, O SHINING NICHOLAS 
Salve, o Nicola fulgido 

Hail, o shining Nicholas our defence and 
glory, Thanks to you Bari  lights up with 
new light and magic, and proclaims you its 
heavenly protector. 

Refrain: 

To you we raise our song of praise, glory 
and love. 

You who were defender of faith                 
and victorious preacher, you pointed out 
Christ as God’s son and Lord,                       
preserve our faith, free of every error. 

To you we raise … 

The charity that is the core of the Goodness 
without end, make live in our hearts,           
let kindle in our life. You who to the poor 
were relief in his sorrow. 

To you we raise … 

Of virtue you were a marvelous defender, 
saving the honor of the three virgins, look at 
the youth and protect its innocence. 

To you we raise … 

Merciful rescuer of sailors, be light in the 
darkness of this stormy world,                              
and lead us to the port of the true life. 

To you we raise … 

The secret sufferings of your humble life             
are for your children shining examples            
of penance.                                                         
Please give us  this spirit and the zeal. 

To you we raise … 

Your blessed bones pour the holy manna.    
If to it run the weak and the poor,                   
he shall obtain the flower of your graces,        
a pledge of your friendship. 

To you we raise … 

You the mystic Orient lead to the true 
holiness, uniting it in a link of faith and 
thought with the eternal Rome                        
in the embrace of its motherly heart. 

To you we raise … 

Please look mercifully at your children, 
wipe their tears and save them                          
from all dangers, rekindle in the spirits                
the faith, the hope, the love. 

To you we raise … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NB. This hymn is very frequently performed 
in the liturgical celebrations in honor of St 
Nicholas. Its composer was Don Cesare 
Franco (Acquaviva delle Fonti 1885-1944), 
who succeeded in 1912 to Pasquale La 
Rotella as Master of Chapel in the Basilica 
of St Nicholas. Here he remained about 25 
years. The most important of his (about 
100) compositions is probably the Oratorio 
di San Nicola. 
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2. SI QUAERIS MIRACULA     

Si quaeris miracula,                                      
caeci vident claudi ambulant,                 
resudant manna ossa Nicolai. 

Pereunt pericula,                                                  
cessat et tempestas,                                          
dicant navigantes. 

Datur patri Deodatus,                            
admirantur Agareni,                                         
trinae virgines consolantur,                           
narrent cives Patarae. 

Pignus datur Bariensibus                               
cunctis manna populis.                                    
Omnes exteri ad te veniunt                              
simul munera deferentes, o foelix Barium. 

Naufragantibus ad te clamantibus              
cito fertur auxilium,                                            
et placantur fluctus maris,                               
te deprecante Virginem. 

Parturientibus te invocantibus                        
statim datur manna                                                   
et cessant partus pericula                                     
una simul et aegrotantium                         
pariterque omnes sanantur,                            
te rogante Dominum. 

Sint et omnes tribulati,                                             
et infirmi liberati,                                           
gloriose Nicolae, ab omni malo. Amen. 

[O pavor Arii,                                              
extirpator haeresis,                                  
tribunorum liberator,                                    
triumve puerorum protector,                       
Nicolae, tu qui potens es et vales,                                        
pro nobis mortalibus                                   
indulge gratias].  

Amicus Dei Nicolaus,                                
pontificali decoratus infula,                                 
omnibus se amabilem exhibuit. 

Gloria Patri et Filio et Spiritui Sancto. 
Pereunt pericula.. 

 IF YOU LOOK FOR MIRACLES                                

This is a medieval hymn of the XIII 
century. The beginning is very close to an 
hymn in honor of St Anthony of Padua. The 
stanza “O pavor Arii” is not attested in the 
editions before the second half of the XIX 
century. It is not easy to say whether  its 
origin is French or Italian. 

If you look for miracles,                                
the blind see and the cripple walk,                 
and St Nicholas’ bones                                        
pour the holy manna.  

The dangers finish, tempests calm down, 
let speak so the sailors. 

Adeodatus is given back to the father,        
the Agarens are surprised.                         
Three virgins are comforted,                          
let speak so the people of Patara. 

You, beloved land,                                                    
the sacred bones you received as a pledge,      
you preserve  for all the peoples                                                                     
who come from far away, o happy Bari.  

The sailors who invoke you,                        
you are ready to help,                                            
and the seas calm down, with your 
Interceding you with the holy Virgin. 

You intercede with God in the labor pains   
of the mothers who invoke you.                    
To everybody your holy manna                          
be pledge of health and salvation. 

[O terror of Arius, victorious over the 
heresies, liberator of the army officials, 
protector of three young people, O 
Nicholas, you who are so powerful and 
influent, beseech graces for us in need]. 

Let us be all liberated from the dangers, 
from the wars and from the hunger,               
o glorious St Nicholas, great father. Amen. 

Glory to the Father, to the Son, and to the 
holy Spirit. The dangers disappear, the 
tempests calm down, let the sailors say so.  
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3. PLEASE, COME O POWERFUL 
PASTOR OF MYRA                             
Deh vieni, o potente Pastore di 
Mira. 

See: Francesco Saverio Abbrescia, Rime 
italiane e baresi, Bari 1848, pp. 56-59. 

Please, come o powerful pastor of 
Myra, Your ray springs in us the 
goodness. 

You light up our hearts of celestial 
love. Protect and defend our city. 

In your eyes there is a divine ray, and 
in the bumpy road you are sure 
guide. 

How many devotes, both humble and 
nobles, you see kissing your tomb. 

To many dying people you are a 
hope, your desired manna can save 
everybody. 

Your hand took away from the 
rebellious angel and saved the three 
virgins. 

Your name resounded among the 
lames as a support, among the 
dumbs as their word 

You are hope for the earth, terror for 
the hell. You ascended to Eternal 
Father who always loved you. 

Come, and the nature becomes 
joyful, and even the dark night lights 
up thanks to you. 

           You come and invite from remote    
lands foreign people to Bari. 

           O Sun of Lycia, honor of Bari, Lord of                                                    
the seas, hope to the virtuous. 

 

 

4. ST NICHOLAS GOES ACROSS 
THE SEAS                                       
Sanda Necole va pe mare 

This song is not sung during the liturgical 
celebrations, but is the most popular in 
Barian dialect. Its origin is uncertain, 
although has often been published (for 
example by Alfredo Giovine in Canti 
popolari religiosi baresi, Bari 1963). 

St Nicholas walk on the seas,  
dressed like a sailor,                            
he loves pilgrims from the mountain, 
St Nicholas is all of gold. 

Be happy o pilgrims,                            
St Nicholas is leaving,                                  
be happy o sailors,                                 
he goes across the seas. 

St Nicholas is all of silver,                    
on the sea gives favorable wind,              
on the earth gives the sunshine.            
St Nicholas is all of gold. 

Be happy o pilgrims, etc. 

This evening we carry him                      
with torches and lights                            
Look at him, how is beautiful                 
How is beautiful our St Nicholas. 

Be happy o pilgrims, etc. 

 

THE OTHER SONGS 

5. Miracle worker glorious Nicholas 
was composed about 50 years ago by 
Clelia di Fuzio. 6. Father Nicholas, 
protect the children (by Augusto Dal 
Pra); 7. The Faith that burns (by Don 
Leonello Verona of Pruno di 
Stazzema); 8. Nicholas of Bari to 
your feet (by Teofilo Pirero);             
9. Hurray Nicholas Nicholas hurray 
(popular refrain).  
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TO ALL ST NICHOLAS FRIENDS                            

THE BEST GREETINGS            

FROM BARI                                          

WHILE IS ABOUT TO START                                       

THE THREE DAYS FEAST 

THE TRANSLATION OF ST NICHOLAS                                                                                                             

FROM MYRA (ASIA MINOR / TURKEY) TO BARI                                                                                                 

7-8-9TH OF MAY 


