
 

1 
 

LL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In these days in many countries,  like 
Holland, Belgium, Germany, Denmark, 
France, Poland, Switzerland and others, is 
going on the Santa Claus Feast, the folkloric 
version of the Saint Bishop of Myra. I seize 
this opportunity to show to the St Nicholas 
News readers the images of the feast  that is 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

set the 5th of December in Küssnacht am 
Rigi in the German speaking Switzerland. 
These images were sent by our friend  Hans 
Peter Rust, who participates in the 
Klausjagen (it is 35 years by now). Several 
years ago he started coming to Bari and 
formed a friendship with me, as well as  with 
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other members of the Association “Centro 
Studi Nicolaiani”, especially with Mirella 
Tempone and Francesco Innamorato.  

The latter, as his family name indicates, is 
truly fond of all the Santa Clauses around 
the World. Often he dresses himself like a 
Santa, trying to spread in Bari this little 
known tradition.  

Like Hans Peter Rust has done, every Santa 
Claus wherever he lives, if is wishing to let 
us know the traditions and customs of his 
country, can write to me or to my two 
collaborators, Francesco Innamorato 
(peppino51f@libero.it) or,  Mirella Tempone 
(mirellatempone@alice.it), who reads 
fluently the German language. 

 

 

 

Bearer of St Nicholas large mitres (even 
beyond two metres high, weighing 10 kilo) 
decorated with a very patient work.   

 

These large mitres of St Nicholas are inside 

reinforced with cardboards and outside 

decorated in a way that the lights reflect on 

them,  creating this way a thousand lights 

magic atmosphere. The bearers move 

forward in the parade with a light dance 

step. In the parade walk 200 people bearing 

the huge Episcopal mitres, followed by 50 

cracking the whip, then 65 musicians 

playing and singing Santa’s motives. At this 

point walk joyfully 20 groups of Schmutzli 

(the famous black Peters of the Dutch 

tradition) and mixed with them many torch 

bearers.  An unbelievable noise is made by 

1000 people shaking and playing cowbells, 

and by 200 horn players.  

 

 

 

 

 

n 

 

mailto:peppino51f@libero.it
mailto:mirellatempone@alice.it


 

3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swiss stamp of the year 1984. It is inspired 

exactly to the well known Klausjagen of 

Küssnacht am Rigi. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Samichlaus Synod. The first “St Nicholas Council” has been held November 12th 

2011 in the ancient Benedictine monastery of Propstei Wislikofen (today training 

house and hotel for seminarians), belonging to the catholic church of  Kanton Aargau 

(www.kathaargau.ch/propstei-wislikofen/). Out of the many St Nicholas “Bishops” 

arrived and gathered there only 80 could take part to the “liturgy” of the Council. The 

“Fathers” discussed their common problems, like St Nicholas history, the training of 

Samichlauses according the different places, the visits to the families and to nursery 

schools.   

For more news, please write to  Hans Peter (Buda) Rust, Reuss-Strasse 4 -  CH-6038  

GISIKON (Switzerland): hp.rust@sunrise.ch  

 

December 6th   

A pleasant St Nicholas Day 

to all the Saint’s friends 

http://www.kathaargau.ch/propstei-wislikofen/
mailto:hp.rust@sunrise.ch
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1. November 15, 2010. St Nicholas, a 

link between Bari and Holland. –

French Italian Meeting 2-4 December 

2010.- Movie against movie: a match 

between Maas and Hartke. 

2. November 22, 2010. The Illustrated 

Life of St Nicholas the Miracle 

worker, Moscow 2010.-             Het 

Sinterklaas Boek, Zwolle 2009.-           

Sint Nicolaasliederen, Amsterdam 

2009 

3. November 29, 2010. Meeting 2-4 

December 2010, Bari: “To the origins 

of Europe: the Cult of St Nicholas 

between East and West”. I. Italy-

France. The Program. 

4. December 5, 2010. St Nicholas 

Museum in Bari opens again. 

5. Dec 10th 2010. St Nicholas. What we 

know and what we don’t know about 

him. 

6. Dec 15th 2010. St Nicholas in Bari was 

attended by a large crowd.- 

Sinterklaas Lexicon (M.J.Wouters), 

Haarlem 2009.- Judicial Pilgrimages 

from Flanders during XIV-XV 

centuries (L. Vantaggiato).- St Ni-

cholas who looks at Moscow Red 

Square. 

7. Dec 31st 2010. Orthodox pilgrims 

feasting St Nicholas day in Bari.- 

Greek pilgrims too? A new hope.- The 

relic of St Nicholas back from the 

space. 

8. January 7, 2011. St Nicholas makes 

great advances in UK.- La 

Gargouille.- Tijdingen Van Het Sint-

Nicolaasgenootschap. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. February 1st 2011. Justice at the 

Theater. Barian sailors tried for 

robbery and desecration of St 

Nicholas grave.- Giotto’s St Nicholas 

in Assisi. 

10. February 15th 2011. Theft and violence 

in History.- The sacred theft. 

11. February 28th 2011. Update on the 

Rebuilding of St Nicholas Greek 

Orthodox Church at Ground Zero.- 

Peace Dialogue and Human Rights in 

Leipzig’s Evangelical Lutheran 

Nikolaikirche.- Children Feast, Music 

and Ecumenical Awards in Fribourg’s 

St Nicholas Catholic Cathedral. 

12. March 15th 2011. The largest St 

Nicholas 

cities in the World. San Nicolás de los 

Arroyos, Argentina; Sint 

Niklaas/Saint Nicolas, Belgium; San 

Nicola la Strada, Italy; Aghios 

Nikolaos, Greece.  

13. April 2nd 2011. The Prayer to St 

Nicholas by  

Saint Anselm of Canterbury. 

Exhibitions: Peccioli, Pisa; 

Luxembourg (The Face of the 

Absolute).  

14. April 18th 2011. Saint Nicholas the 

Saint of the Seas. West Greenwich 

(Deptford South East London); 

Venice (Italy): San Niccolò del Lido; 

Amsterdam (Holland): the Oude 

Kerk; Santo Domingo (Dominican 

Republic): Hospital San Nicolás de 

Bari. 

15. April 30th 2011. The Sailors who 

brought the Relics of St Nicholas 

from Myra to Bari. The Parchment. 
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16. May 8th 2011. In Translatione sancti 

Nicolai Ep. et Conf. Text of the Latin 

Mass (facsimile). 

17. May 13th 2011. A Pilgrimage in the 

year 2011 like those of the years 1362, 

1460 and 1724: Liège (Belgium) 2011 

Marcel Janssens e René Gillet; Gand 

(Belgium) 1362: Jan Walembeke; 

Rostov (Russia) 1460: Monk 

Barlaam; Kiev (Ukraina) 1724: Vasilij 

Grigorovič Barskij.  

18. May 21st 2011: A Pilgrimage from 

Chile. St Nicholas in Latin America. A 

provisional List of St Nicholas 

Churches in Latin America. 

19. May 22nd 2011. The Russian Orthodox 

Feast of the Translation. Bari May 

9/22. Images are more eloquent than 

words. Moscow capital city of St 

Nicholas cult. A list of 48 churches, 

chapels and monasteries. 

20. June 10th 2011. Ancient Eastern Texts 

on St Nicholas. The Ethiopian Life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21. A. Oct 8th 2011. St Nicholas Russian 

Orthodox Cathedral in Nice. Apple of 

discord. 

B. Oct. 9th 2011. Updated News. 

22. Oct 16th 2011. Three Islands of St 

Nicholas: Cabo Verde, Italy and 

California. 

23. Nov 1st 2011. Thanks to the Taiphales 

St Nicholas enters the scene of 

History. “At the times of the Emperor 

Constantine in Phrygia the Taiphales 

arose up in revolt”. 

24. Dec 1st 2011. What has become of St 

Nicholas’ arm left outside of the 

Shrine in 1089? The Russian Slovo 

(1095). Translation of the Miracula 

de Sancto Nicholao by Robert the 

Monk (1135): “The failed theft of the 

goldsmith of Trani”, “Grimoaldus and 

the Bishop of Giovinazzo”. 

25. Santa Claus Feast in Küssnacht am 

Rigi (Switzerland). General Index. 


